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CSSC Wales – National Qualifier LLys - Y - Fran Reservoir 15 June  2007
Whilst there were no big fish weighed - in at this year’s qualifier; a healthy average of 4 fish per angler made the event a very interesting one. 

20 anglers brought a total of 82 rainbows to the scales with over half of the competitors catching their 6 fish limits. The average weight per fish this year a modest 1½ lbs. However a variety of methods worked with Welsh internationals Kieron Thomas and Bob Jones (Cardiff) coming out on top. Both used a New Zealand approach (ie All Black!) of intermediate lines and black boobies/cormorants/bibios coupled with a very slow retrieve to good effect in the dam area. Whereas runners-up Jim Dougan and Alan Jones (Aberporth) employed fast sinking lines and boobies to catch their limits at the top end of the big arm.
The prizes for heaviest bag (without time bonus) went to Geraint Thomas (Swansea) and Dave Gregory (Aberporth) took the prize for the heaviest fish – a shade over 2¼ lbs.

Particularly nice to see two new faces, Dave Haines – Knight and Keith Bezant from the Cardiff area both bringing fish to weigh-in. Keith  is also the long time treasurer of CSSC Cardiff and even though he is very new to fly fishing he managed to catch 2 rainbow trout on his first outing in a boat !

All competitors received a Fishtec goody bag containing one of Airflo’s popular lines courtesy of Rob Williams, Director Fishtec and Michele Adams CSSC Wales.  

Kieron and Bob will represent CSSC Wales for a record breaking 10th time at the National Final at Rutland Water on 23 August. Both are hoping to go one better than last year when they were just pipped by Scotland (see picture) for Gold.

